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Outline of the Presentation 

• What	does	it	mean	to	know	a	language?	

• What	kind	of	language	ability	is	AP	tesGng?	

• What	are	the	free	response	quesGons?	

• How	did	students	perform	on	the	free	response	
quesGons?	

• What	can	we	do	to	improve	student	
performance?	
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你会某某语⾔吗？ 
What Does it Mean to “Know” a 

Language 

GrammaGcal	Competence		
(语法能⼒）	

vs.		
CommunicaGve	Competence	

（沟通能⼒）	

（Bachman,	1990)	

Language	Proficiency 		

What	Does	it	Mean	to	‘Know’	a	
Language	

SociolinguisGc	IllocuGonary	Textual	GrammaGcal	

PragmaGc	Competence	OrganizaGonal	Competence	
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Linguistic Competence vs. Linguistic 
Performance 

Ø LinguisGc	competence		
	
The	knowledge	you	unconsciously	know	when	you	
know	a	language,	i.e.	a	person’s	unseen	potenGal	to	
speak	the	language	

	
Ø LinguisGc	performance		
	
The	way	a	language	system	is	used	in	communicaGon;	
the	observable	realizaGon	of	the	potenGal	to	speak	the	
language	

				
	

WriGng	

Speaking	

Interpersonal	–	E-mail	response	

PresentaGonal	–	Story	NarraGon	

Interpersonal	-	ConversaGon	

PresentaGonal	–	Cultural	presentaGon	

Free	Response	Ques,ons	
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Resources	on	AP	Central	
	

AP	Chinese	Exam	InformaGon	
	

AP	Chinese	Scoring	Guidelines	
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Scoring Guidelines 
(Email response: Score of 3) 

Task	
Comple,on	

	
Delivery	

	
Language	Use	

Addresses	topic	
directly,	but	not	
all	aspects.	
	
Disconnected	
sentences;	lack	
organizaGon	and	
use	of	cohesive	
devices.	

Use	of	register	
appropriate	to	
situaGon	is	
inconsistent	or	
includes	many	
errors.	

Limited	vocab	and	
idioms;	frequent	
errors	that	
obscure	meaning;	
L1	interference;	
simple	
grammaGcal	
structures,	may	
contain	errors.	
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Interpersonal	WriGng:	Email	Response		

Score	and	Commentary	

Scoring Guidelines 
(Story narration: Score of 4) 

Task	
Comple,on	

	
Delivery	

	
Language	Use	

Tells	complete	
story;	lack	of	
details	or	is	
inconsistent	in	
logical	
progression;	
coherent	with	
loosely	
connected	
sentences.	

May	include	lapses	
in	otherwise	
consistent	use	of	
register	
appropriate	to	
situaGon.	

Mostly	
appropriate	vocab	
&	idioms;	simple	
grammaGcal	
structures;	errors	
do	not	obscure	
meaning.	
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Score	and	Commentary	

Scoring Guidelines 
(Conversation: Score of 2) 

Task	
Comple,on	

	
Delivery	

	
Language	Use	

Directly	address	
prompt	and	
provides	an	
appropriate	but	
incomplete	
answer;	
fragmented	
sentences.	

Labored	pace	and	
intonaGon;	
repeGGon	and	
hesitaGon	obscure	
comprehension;	
errors	in	
pronunciaGon	and	
register;	needs	
listener	effort.	

Minimal	
appropriate	vocab	
&	idioms;	limited	
grammaGcal	
structures;	
frequent	
hesitaGon	&	
repeGGon	that	
obscure	meeGng;		
L1	interference	
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Scoring Guidelines 
(Cultural presentation: Score of 5) 

Task		
Comple,on	

	
Delivery	

	
Language	Use	

Address	all	aspects	
of	prompt;	well	
organized	and	
coherent;	
generally	clear	
idea	progression;	
some	use	of	
cohesive	devises;	
cultural	
informaGon	is	
accurate/detailed	

Smooth	pace	and	
intonaGon;	
occasional	
hesitaGon	and	
repeGGon;	
occasional	errors	
in	pronunciaGon;	
generally	
consistent	use	of	
register	

Appropriate	use	of	
vocab	and	idioms	
with	sporadic	
errors;	variety	of	
grammaGcal	
structures	with	
sporadic	errors	

Email	response	–	common	mistakes	
	
§ 	Not	assuming	the	role	of	the	email	recipient	and	
therefore	failing	to	respond	with	the	right	
perspecGve	

§ 	Not	addressing	all	quesGons	

§ 	Spending	too	much	Gme	on	nonessenGal	elements,	
such	as	salutaGon,	greeGngs,	and	signature,	etc.		
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Story	narra,on	–	common	mistakes	
	
§ 	Not	fully	addressing	all	parts	of	the	picture	
sequence	

§ 	Ignoring	essenGal	details	(e.g.	girl	gecng	contact	
info	from	dog	tag	-	lacking	logical	progression		

§ 	Trying	to	describe	the	pictures,	instead	of	narraGng	
a	story	–	spending	too	much	Gme	in	describing	
nonessenGal	elements	or	one	parGcular	frame	

Conversa,on	–	common	mistakes	
	
§ 	Not	assuming	the	role	as	described	in	the	
conversaGon	scenario	–	may	result	in	giving	wrong	
informaGon	and	using	inappropriate	register	(e.g.	
Q:	How	did	you	learn	Chinese?	A:	I	am	Chinese.	But	
the	role	is	a	foreign	tourist.)	

§ 	Giving	too	brief	or	too	hurried	an	answer	and	
lacking	elaboraGon	
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Cultural	presenta,on	–	common	mistakes	
	
§ 	Providing	an	off-topic	answer	to	the	prompt	(e.g.	
talking	about	the	city	Shanghai	when	asked	to	
describe	a	regional	cuisine	and	the	significance	of	
food	in	Chinese	culture.)	

§ 	Spending	too	much	Gme	on	one	topic	and	no	
menGoning	of	the	other.	

§ 		Forgot	to	or	unable	to	discuss	the	significance	part	
of	the	prompt.	

Cogni,ve	Constraints	

Capacity	Hypothesis	(Just	and	Carpenter,	1992)	
	

Everyone	has	a	limited	supply	of	cogniGve	capacity,	and	
that	different	cogniGve	acGviGes	compete	for	that	limited	
supply.			
	
AutomaGcity	in	any	aspect	of	processing	will	consume	less	
cogniGve	resources	and		allow	for	more	resources	for	
other	aspects	of	the	task.	
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Process	of	Language	Acquisi,on	

Input	 Intake	 Output	

Rich	&	Comprehensible	
(Krashen,	1985	)	

					NoGce	
(Schmidt,	2001)	

LinguisGcally	&	pragmaGcally		
	correct	

Pushed Output/有效输出 

Ø  语⾔教学的⺫的不单单只是语⾔知识的吸取，更是在帮
助学⽣掌握语⾔的应⽤。 

 

Ø    仅仅有可理解输⼊还不够 (Krashen, 1980, 1982)，  
     还得有效地促进语⾔输出才⾏ (Swain 1998, 2005)。 

Ø    语⾔输出应具有三⽅⾯的正确性： 
 

§   语⾳的正确性 
§   语⾔形式的正确性 
§   语⽤功能的正确性   
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以任务教学（task-based)为主的课程设计 

如何促进有效输出 

前期
任务	

核⼼
任务	

后期
任务	

任务
循环	

(Jin, 2011)	

如何促进有效输出 

核⼼任务阶段 

以语⾔形式为中⼼的教学  

以语⾔使⽤为中⼼的教学 

è提供交际框架 (scaffolding) 
	

è任务模拟，实际应⽤ 

任务教学 (Jin, 2011) 
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威廉⼝语课的教学步骤 

§ 领读课⽂，纠正发⾳ 
§ 学⽣背诵对话，进⼀步个别纠错 
§ 语⾔点操练 
§ 交际活动（⾓⾊扮演，任务，其他交际
活动） 
§ Q & A 
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如何保证语⾔输出的正确性 

语⾳的正确性 

语法及语⽤的正确性  

声调教学 

发⾳教学 

注重语⾔形式的教学 

注重纠错反馈 

提⾼教师提问技巧 

关键教学原则 

§ Push	output	–	push	the	students	to	produce	with	
language；tasked-based	instrucGon	

§ Accuracy	before	fluency–	increase	form-focused	
instrucGon,	pronunciaGon	and	structure	

§ Chunking	–	chunk	phrases	to	increase	accuracy	
and	fluency	
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Thank	you!	


