From Instruction to Assessment: Best
Practices in Enhancing Test
Performance for Free Response
Questions of the AP Chinese Exam

Cecilia Chang
R A
Chief Reader for AP Chinese
Williams College
March 11, 2017
NECLTA Teaching Workshop

Outline of the Presentation

*What does it mean to know a language?
*What kind of language ability is AP testing?
*What are the free response questions?

*How did students perform on the free response

guestions?

*What can we do to improve student

performance?
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Linguistic Competence vs. Linguistic
Performance

» Linguistic competence

The knowledge you unconsciously know when you
know a language, i.e. a person’s unseen potential to
speak the language

» Linguistic performance

The way a language system is used in communication;
the observable realization of the potential to speak the
language

Free Response Questions

Interpersonal — E-mail response
Writing
Presentational — Story Narration

Interpersonal - Conversation

Speaking
Presentational — Cultural presentation
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TRADITIONAL
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Directions: You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the
person described.

Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response ﬂ' E’ MI ﬂ' Hda char: courk I 0 lpi"yi" I'I
CE— o ||

RIEN:  EiE

HEfE 8 ik

SEFRREET I MR 128 R
HIET A ERBEENERTIE. EREE
T TR L, ERAERETR. RUAFE
A)LATHE T, WEREIEME, MO T R4
PR ER? R T & EE WK R LU,
RIEFZIER LA, AL HFEREPE
FRHIES.

APIChinese langliage 8- Culture - Writing @

QCollegeBoa.rd Guestion{lof 2 WTTEITN 00 01): 27,

Directions: You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the
person described.

The four pictures present a story. Imagine you are writing the ﬂl pastel Undnl Rmnl Hide Char. Count | 0 ]piwm |,|

story to a friend. Narrate a complete story as suggested by the
pictures. Give your story a beginning, a middle, and an end. ‘

« I ID
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APChinesellanguage 8 Culture' = Speaking
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Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You should
respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

You are a foreign tourist having a conversation with your taxi driver in Beijing on your way to the Forbidden City.

RESPONSE TIME

00:00:07

2016 AP° CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

he following text s the simplifed-charactet versionofth recorcing st o theaudio porion ofthe
task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard exam but
this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference unly

N:  Youarea foreign tourist having a conversation with your taxi driver in Beifing on your way to the
Forbidden City.

Speaking Question 1 of 7
MA:  RITUEEA I HREAYN?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 2 of 7
MA: B LS EARREE, KRN AK?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 3 of 7
MA:  RIXYORBER T SUEE, BTSN A2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 4 of 7
MA: AR MEIREAR?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 5 of 7
MA:  REEAE B G R AT AR ?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 6 of 7
MA:  WRRAVLERHEKKT, REGLFHARYETL? Ktt4a?

[TONE)

(20 seconds)

©2016 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.
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AP Chinesellanguage & Culturer=sspeaking
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Speaking Part Directions: Cultural Presentation

You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to
your Chinese class. First, you will read and hear the topic for your presentation. You will have 4 minutes to
prepare your presentation. Then you will have 2 minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation
should be as complete as possible.

You will now begin this part.

APChinesellanguage & culture =" Speaking

QCOllegeBoard QUESHOMN VAol

Directions: You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topi agine you are making an oral class. First,

you will read and hear the topic for your presentation. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your presentation. Then you will have 2 minutes to
record your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.

Choose ONE Chinese myth or legend (The Cowherd and the Weaver Girl, The Story of
Nian, Butterfly Lovers, Hua Mulan, etc.). In your presentation, describe this myth or
legend and explain its significance.

Preparation Time: 240 Seconds
Response Time: 120 Seconds

PREPARATION TIME

00:04:00
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APP® Chinese Language and Culture
Scoring Statistics
2016 Free-Response Questions
Question Mean Standard Number of
Deviation | Points Possible
Total Group
Writing
Presentational
(Story Narration) a.87 1.07 6
Interpersonal
(Email Response) 426 1.80 o
Speaking
Interpersonal 2711 630 36
(Conversation)
Presentational
(Cultural Presentation) 377 144 6
Standard Group*
Writing
Presentational
(Story Narration) 330 091 6
Interpersonal
(Email Response) 3.20 142 6
Speaking
Interpersonal 20.98 785 %6
(Conversation)
Presentational
(Cultural Presentation) 270 148 6
* The Standard Group does not include students who hear or speak Chinese at home or who
have lived for more than one month in a country where Chinese is the native language.

Resources on AP Central

AP Chinese Exam Information

AP Chinese Scoring Guidelines




Scoring Guidelines
(Email response: Score of 3)

Task

Completion Delivery

Addresses topic Use of register
directly, but not  appropriate to

all aspects. situation is
inconsistent or

Disconnected includes many

sentences; lack errors.

organization and
use of cohesive
devices.

Language Use

Limited vocab and
idioms; frequent
errors that
obscure meaning;
L1 interference;
simple
grammatical
structures, may
contain errors.

APChinesellanguage & Culture - Winting

GCollegoBoard Question|2iof2

Directions: You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the
person described.

SWITCH TO
TRADITIONAL

| HiDETIvE_(6)0) 22 35

SEFRREET I MR 128 R
HIET A ERBEENERTIE. EREE
T TR L, ERAERETR. RUAFE
LT T, EREEE, BO18T R4
PR ER? R T & EE WK R LU,
RIEFZIER LA, AL HFEREPE
FRHIES.

Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response ﬂ' E’ m‘ ﬂ' Hda char: courk | 0 |pi"yi" 1'1
CE—— o ||

RIEAN:  EE

HEfE 8 ik
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Interpersonal Writing: Email Response

Sample: B

IREF!

WAL TARMRIF MDA IR, IR KA AL R 2 A R TAE? IR T EARIFVERS AR RO% 5 i &
AR ARG L2 AT i)

g
AL

Score and Commentary

Sample: B
Score: 3

The response addresses the topic directly but did not address all aspects of stimulus. Only limited
appropriate vocabulary and simple grammatical structures are used.

Scoring Guidelines
(Story narration: Score of 4)

Task

Completion Delivery Language Use

Tells complete May include lapses Mostly

story; lack of in otherwise appropriate vocab
details or is consistent use of & idioms; simple
inconsistent in register grammatical
logical appropriate to structures; errors
progression; situation. do not obscure
coherent with meaning.

loosely

connected

sentences.
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AP Chinesellanguage 8sCulture - Writing @

QCollegeBoard Guestion{lof 2 WIS 001 01): 27

Directions: You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the
person described.

The four pictures present a story. Imagine you are writing the cut| Paste| lundo| Red Hide Char. Count 0 |Pimyin
story to a friend. Narrate a complete story as suggested by the —I ﬁl ﬂ —n] Al ] ‘ |v|

pictures. Give your story a beginning, a middle, and an end. ‘

« i ID

Presentational Writing: Story Narration

Sample: B

=R, MR EE RIS HEIE. MIEEERE SR, BR T —RAMER L. EiREg
— A E AR T . AR SRR, AR RO

RAER), EEMMIETRIIERE, MG R TIEANOFEARLIA. MUTTHEEREN, HEE
%o

BEH LFELEMWER. CWERIET, EERTHRABERMEN,
A ENIELFAESR, %7 ER, & FREEEMNE LMK, S RMHELEBREERME K.
—®XK, WERAN, FEEEMET, SR, SEEELT . SISEH 788, /) nan

3/11/17
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Presentational Writing: Story Narration

Score and Commentary

Sample: B
Score: 4

The response tells a complete story consistent with stimulus, but lacks detail and elaboration and has
several minor inconsistencies in its logical progression. For example, the narration does not mention the
interaction between the girl and the dog, or the girl relating the phone number on the dog tag to her father
in picture 3. And the specifics of the activities of the two groups of people (for example, the two adults
shaking hands, and the little boy hugging the dog beside the girl watching happily) in picture 4 are
ignored.

The narration is generally organized and coherent with some use of transitional elements and cohesive
devices, such as 1E7E... I, {483, B L, IE4F, 3, —..#k..., etc. The vocabulary and grammatical
structures used are mostly appropriate, with a few errors and awkward expressions (F¢ A4S WA, 4T 855E,
BEFR, ZMRFTEMREK, GxK, BEFKN, AELE5FZT) that do not obscure meaning.

Scoring Guidelines
(Conversation: Score of 2)

Task

Completion Delivery Language Use

Directly address  Labored pace and Minimal

prompt and intonation; appropriate vocab
provides an repetition and & idioms; limited
appropriate but hesitation obscure grammatical
incomplete comprehension;  structures;
answer; errors in frequent
fragmented pronunciation and hesitation &
sentences. register; needs repetition that
listener effort. obscure meeting;

L1 interference

3/11/17
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Scoring Guidelines
(Cultural presentation: Score of 5)

Task
Completion Delivery Language Use

Address all aspects Smooth pace and  Appropriate use of

of prompt; well intonation; vocab and idioms
organized and occasional with sporadic
coherent; hesitation and errors; variety of
generally clear repetition; grammatical

idea progression;  occasional errors  structures with
some use of in pronunciation;  sporadic errors
cohesive devises;  generally

cultural consistent use of

information is register

acciirato/dotailad

Email response — common mistakes

= Not assuming the role of the email recipient and
therefore failing to respond with the right
perspective

= Not addressing all questions

= Spending too much time on nonessential elements,
such as salutation, greetings, and signature, etc.

12



Story narration — common mistakes

= Not fully addressing all parts of the picture
sequence

» [gnoring essential details (e.g. girl getting contact
info from dog tag - lacking logical progression

» Trying to describe the pictures, instead of narrating
a story — spending too much time in describing
nonessential elements or one particular frame

Conversation — common mistakes

= Not assuming the role as described in the
conversation scenario — may result in giving wrong
information and using inappropriate register (e.g.
Q: How did you learn Chinese? A: | am Chinese. But
the role is a foreign tourist.)

= Giving too brief or too hurried an answer and
lacking elaboration

3/11/17
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Cultural presentation — common mistakes

» Providing an off-topic answer to the prompt (e.g.
talking about the city Shanghai when asked to
describe a regional cuisine and the significance of
food in Chinese culture.)

= Spending too much time on one topic and no
mentioning of the other.

= Forgot to or unable to discuss the significance part
of the prompt.

Cognitive Constraints

Capacity Hypothesis (Just and Carpenter, 1992)

Everyone has a limited supply of cognitive capacity, and
that different cognitive activities compete for that limited

supply.

Automaticity in any aspect of processing will consume less
cognitive resources and allow for more resources for
other aspects of the task.

3/11/17

14



l

Rich & Comprehensible
(Krashen, 1985 )

|

Notice

(Schmidt, 2001)

correct

Process of Language Acquisition

lnput  Intake  Output

Linguistically & pragmatically

Pushed Output/554%4
BhF 4 ERIESHN A,

> BEHFNENTRRENZES IANKRER, E2EFH

» EERIETRME

> (XA E R AL (Krashen, 1980, 1982),

LR AR ERIE St 71T (Swain 1998, 2005).
> BEERENEB=TEANILEME:

» EEEANERME
" ERThREMIE#iE

15

3/11/17



SRRt ke L

MESHTF (task-based)y TRIIRIRIZIT

~$i\e*

WA Bt A B

£5E%0% (Jin, 2011)
—[’/Lll:l = /_t%] EP’E)E"]%&?
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EHBF

AEIESEANEE
VEA KR ARV IEfTE TENER I
RS HUBIR[E)4%T5

KEHZERN

=Push output — push the students to produce with
language; tasked-based instruction

=Accuracy before fluency— increase form-focused
instruction, pronunciation and structure

®*Chunking — chunk phrases to increase accuracy
and fluency

3/11/17
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Thank you!
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